THE PROMS OF 2002

Photos, photos and more photos fill a 16-page
section celebrating the high school proms of 2002.
Photos from all the proms in the area are featured in
this dazzling souvenir section. Look for it Saturday.
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-:|-||i5. MANY FACES: Spider Jones was

‘Back on the block

Ex-boxer proves
you can turn
your life around

By TED SHaw
ETAH ENTERTAINMENT WHITER

harles “Splder” Jones
looked in fghting trim as he
walked the mean siveais of
Windsor whare many of his
earty bouts took place.

The 57-vear.obd Toronto broadeaster
and former four-time Golden Gloves
escer returned 1o s home town ear
lier this woek to annownce a fight card
al Windsor Raceway

Joining him to sign auilcgraphs was
old friend and sparring pariner
George Chuvale, 64, probably Cana-
da‘s most famous pugilist. Chuvalo
reigned as Canadian heavyweight
champ for 21 years through the early-
19705 and fought the likes of Mubam-
mad Ali and Ceorpe Frazien

Both men now travel the country
making perscial appearancés, aflen
tagether.

They speak ol the evils of misspent
youths and overcoming hardships,

For Jomes, that meant growing ugp in
Windsor's rough Mercer and Erie
Streat nelghbourhood in the 1950 and
‘s, Littl he managed o tuen his 1ifs
around in 1iis 30, baxing was the only
saving grace for Jones, who fell Into
petly crime and did time in prison.

Deprived of opportunities growing
up, Jomes left Windsor in 1967 with a
bitier taste in his mouth and 4 reputs-
thon for meanness

Eut he hadn't baen back 1o the ald
neighbourhood for years. 5o, witha
Liktle time to spare before going 19 the
racetrack Tuesday, Jones ook Chuva-
o la Mercer Street for o gquick tous

=That's Wigle Park," he said, getiing
out of hiscar. “[ was a bat boy then.
AndI had the odd fght, too, You could-
n't cross that park without fighting
gomebody™

Acrogss the stréct was where his

house stood, s a vacant lot now;

A lot of mermories here, man. 1 had
my 853 kicked 3a many times on this
strgel, 40 pathetic "

Juzt then a woman aboul (o enter
10682 Morcer, a tidy wartime bungados
did a double-take. She seemed to rec-
opmize him, buf wasn't sure,

Jones knew her right ofl =— i was
Wearalyn Whited

1 used to babysit for her,” he sald,
turning o Chuvala, “Hey, | wsed 1o
babyslt for you! Remamber me?™

The waman waved, A coupheal’ min
iites lafer a hefty black man emerged
from the house, his shirt open because
of the summer heat,

“Bd Whited,” Jones called out,

=pMan, hetoaned me one of his best;

suits for singing contest ™ g d

ber him on Mercer Sirest — he picked
utp the Spider nickname alter moving
to Toronto in the ‘60

pMinutas later, a younger man and
woman, Dane nnd Sharon Porter, ar-
rived from next doos

“I habysat wou," Jones sald to
Shfiren Forter, who is Ed Whited's
donghter,

She smiled. -

Jones came by his survival irstincts
honestiy one of mine brotiwess and sis-
tors and & cousin roised by his parents,
Clarencs and Marta Jones. His §2-year
ol mother s Hves in Windson

Lessons were hard-won on Mercer
Street in the Iate-18508, early-15960s. 11
weasn'l the good, old doys.

“This townwos violent back then,
especially for us ?an:ks. 1 dicin'n know

Tive Pwi Trer Hopeed emch other amet s a1 Winddar bey atEcouldn't fight. Yo

catghi wp on the interdenlng yeurs
Charlie Jones is how they remeii.

JUST OLD FRIENDS: Georga Chuvala, left, and Spider

Whited of Mercer Street.

had to [ght the Americans, you had o
Aght the relnecks who livesd here”
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Chuvala looked around and sald it
reminded him a litile of the Junction
[1 Toronto whers ke geew up. “Lobs af
gangs around tham,” ke said,

Jones chimed in: “We didn't have
gangs, wa had families. The Joneses,
the Whiteds, the Chases, the Talbols,
the Browns The Kersavs were proba-
bly the biggest, 20-0dd of them.™

There weren'l tes many options lor
a young black kid in those days. You
aither fsught for your supper or sang
farr it.

Jones tried bath. He sang in a growp
ealling itself The Galahads in bor
rowed suits and shiny slippers that
passed for spats. The Galahads” big
claim-to-fame was winning o taient
show npsinst a group of Detfeligirls
known ms The Frimeties, who lalerbe-
came The Supremes. =

PLEASE SEE WorrH & Cd

Jones, right, hold court with old friend and neighbor Ed
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Roberts weds ca
in a midnight ce

TAGS, M.
Academy Award-winr
lin Roberts married hi
boylriend Daniel Mode
day at her 16-hectare
Taos
The wedding morks b
trip down the aisle. Th
awaw Bride and My Bes
ding was married for
coupniry and western

1
b

Lowett.
The dorkness of
ithie cool New

Mexico morning
concealed the de-
tails of Roberts’
wodding but pro-
vided the perfect
backdrop [or the
muidnight coremde
ny.

“Julin Boberts
and Danisl Mod-
er married dur
ing o midnight cepeemwon
and friends at thelr hom
0, Boberts” publicist
man, said about an ow
many

Engeliman declined |
tafls abaout the coufple’
bride's pttire o e gues

A b winiie wenl was s
egtate Wednesday afio
piem was crowded with
anal reporters, soma of
putside har gote

A plteh-black sy wi
millions of sparkling
and lavghter could be
lrom Roberis” home
merning hours

Jul

George Harrisor
out ol mental h

LENTEHS
A paranoid schiz
stabbed former Beatle
somn on wWhat he thought
firani God™ was eonditis
from a secire hospital T
A panel of experts
Abram, 35, was 0t ok
the Scott Clinic, a payc
in Liverpoel, England.
Abram, who has a his
illness, (ald psychiatr
Harrison Dec. 30, 156849,
Ligved he was possessed
le v was on a M missiom
Hi was tried for atie
but acguitied in Moven
grounds of insanity A
him detained at a &
“orithioud time restrictis
“Wichael Abram .. h
conditional discharge |
tal Health Review Trh
spokesworman for the <l
tionsed kisdischorgea
Cearpe Harrlson die
4508 ape 58
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