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Working
‘with the
legends
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p Hggams began her singing careeron:

v a few blocks uplown, winning vari-

Emls radio canitests with har voles and

l:mml kRing her way into Harlem's Apal-
lo Theater during its glory days

* "l wounld stand in the winps and
watch every little move and study
every little thing and think, 'OK, why
is the audiense jumping 1o thelr feet

for this person? So I'm a spange and 1

think that pays ofT "

"Because | was a baby they look me
under their wing." she recalls, ] really
Fl:lh:ln t realize that | was warking with
legepds"
E She made her TV debut at age six in
an episode of Beulah, playing Ethel
sWaters' niece. And her singing was so
EHEM a& a contestant on Mame That

Tune thal she was asked (o refurn s g

regular; One night, her rendition of

The Lord’s Praver was noticed by

record producer Mitch Miller who

promptly made her a easl member on
his bouncing-ball show, Sing Along
ith Miteh in 1%61.0nly vears later
would he learn that Miller had been
under enormous pressure by soathern
stations to drop Uggams or ot least
{have her sing separotely so affiliates
caldd edit her cut. MHer refused, leay-
Ing the teenage Upgams the only regue
lar black performer on network TV at
s the time.

Uggams was given her own short-
lived varfely series. was co-host of an-
other for which she won an Emmy, and
earned a Tony for Hallelujah, Baby!
Then came FBoats, playing Ben Vereen's
s mother
b “We knew it was special but we djd.
n't know that it was going to be THE
event,” she says. "We had to get it ripght
Ebecauze it was the frsl opportunity
swhere you gol to see how African-
American people got here and what
thay were before they gol hepe

Then she smiles. “The other thing
bout it for all of us was like, ‘Oh my
osh, we've never seen so many black
people employed ot onoal® ~ she says,
Uggams' other credits include ap-
earances on the soap All My Chil-
£, the movies Sugar Hill and Black
Yirl, concert tours of Sondheim and
ershwin tupes, and a Tony nomina.
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|“This was worth the trlp

ConTinueD From C3

By the time Jones was 12, his family had moved
to Detroit. He fell in with the wrong erowd,
dropped out of school at 15 and joined a vouth
gang called The Mobsaters,

Eefore too long. Jomes was into patty crime But
his fsts did plenty of talking, too, He entered
“smokers,” or Ulegal baxing matches, for small
change.

In 1857, scared off by the race Flots in Dedroit,
Jones moved to Toronio

His bad ways continued and he was in and out
lallacouple of times.

The boxing kept him in shape, and he trained
with Chuvalo, even sparred with him the odd
time. The two became fast friends

In Torento he picked up the nickname Spider
becauzs a bralner said Jones reminded him of tha
beaxer, Spider Webb. Spider Jones won Golden
Gloves in Michigan, Mew York state, Ontario and
Morth America.

Today, Jones and Chuvalo do a lot of personal
appearances together Jones gives motlvational
speches about overcoming hardship, while Chu-
valo falks about losing theee of his five children
and his first wife to drug addictions,

They're also business partners ina TV series
;i;:lutc!a&sm boxing bouts, which will air an ES

They trade words now instead of punches.
Jones and Chuvalo gave the Mercer Streeters a
sampleal their routine.

Jones; "Thirty years ago we fought in Chicago
and you never gasve me my cut.”

Chuvale: “Swre 1 did. Took 27 stitches 1o chose it.™
JonEs: “George makes me sound like a crook com-
ing up. Fact is I wazs an honotr student ™
Chuvale; “Yeah. Yes, vour honour. Mo, your hon-
I!I1.Ir

Former boxer warns
Studenis about
dangers of bullying

BY MICHAEL FELHAM
chim' fa e Mews Adverdiser

PICKERING — Of all the

places Spider Jones has lived,
Pickering is the best.

However, something needs
1o be done to stop bullying in
sehools and erime on the sireets
before it pels worse.

The three-time Golden
Gloves boxing champion and
radio personlity expressed the
sentiments dusing an anti-bal-
Yying information nighd held re-
cently in Pickering council
chambers,. He shared his per-
sonal experiences with bullies
aind discussed b they ean rab
childrenm of their self-esteem.

Mr. Jones has lived with his
family in Pickering for 10
years, “ond this is the best com-

munity I've ever lived in," he
said fo applaese. “That doesn’t !
mean we're perfect. That does-  because bullies, crime, does ot

STOMPING GROUNDS: Former boxers
George Chuvalo, left, and Spider Jones on
Mercer Sireel.

Whited and his daughter tried to square this
Charlie Jones with the tough kid they knew. This
Charlie Jones went back 1o schoal in his 20s and
learned how to be o broadcaster, He eventually be
came one of Toronts's best-known fight analysts
and has appeansd on TSH.

He won numercus awards for his community
service, including & 2001 Premiers Choice Awsrd
from the Oninrio government.

Motivational speaking is what keeps Jones in
shape now, and n the monex

“Lrrowing up around hers " he gaid, “T was told
I'd nevar amount to anything. You've got to start
believing in yvourself before others believe in
PO

He checked his watch. Another fight beckoned.

Turning te Whited, he said: “Man, this was
worth the trip.” He shook his hand, promized to
relurn soon and was off,

Bul niot before b took one last, lingering look at
"-'-’:E.E& Pari
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Pickering resident Spider Jones discussed the dangers af
bullying during a recent speech to local studenis.

n't mean we don't have situa-
tiong, we don't have problems,

discriminate, that's why we
have to nip it in the bud."”

gles against
bully, and how it played a huge ™ 5
part in lowering his si:lf-:s-_ LY,
LE2em. i

tic term. | was being terror--

ized,” Mr Jones said in en'in-
terview before his speech. 1
know the feefing, I know what
fear is, and |_'|IJ5I want 1o uﬂ'-:r

my support.”
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He recallsd his own strug.
his childhood

“Bullying may |:r|: B stmph:»-

Bullying has no place in a
commumity or in schools, he
ndidad.

1 don’t think any kid shmlld .
g0 to school in fear, He shonld %
g0 to school fo leam, 1o be en-
lightened, to make friends, and
1o enjoy it he said

“l commend the teachers
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SPIDER: Some kids will never be reached no matter what you do

and the people out here; who mﬂﬂmmr
have potten involved in- this,- Hﬂ_mm
who have given up their time.” . 00 e E I D
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_ "It haunts me that 1 let my faml-
£y down amd that 1 huret them,™ he
said. 1 regret that [ used to beat
up people just to look pood in the
eyes of my friends. ™

On top of the emotional scars
are scars from straight rezors and
fights that serve as reminders.

Bul back then, there was liitle
thought about consequence.

In Jones's eld circles, if vou beat
SOmeone up, ¥you were respected
and {eared. And, to the obld Spider,
that meant something.

But gang lile has got harder,

LGangs have prolifersied (o re
cent years and meare kids are
¥ ling an the streets, Jones sald

He knows about streel life. And
he knows people can chango and
sometimoes he geds to see 1t happen

Like the time he visited one of
the most hardenod eciminals in o
Toronto dotention cenire — who
might have been ali of 17

“Heo eame up to me and talloed,
he aciually hugged me and gave
me a kKiss," said Jones, “ saw him
lagl moenth. He's got a job and is
poing (o school."

For Jones, there's no success in
the ring oF on the microphane that

Fewls thal poand,

"It's not where you come from,

II. 8 Where you are going,” lie snld.
“I tell the story and hape I resich
itta the heart Mmmehml:.

But he's realistic about gangs
and pang Jife

“There are some Kids who, ho
maller what you do, you're not
going reach,” b said.

"Thiz is not a fairy tale and
there’s not & happy ending every
|||'|II:

But that do¢sn’t mean he'll stop
irying.

Jones doesn’l talk and take o,
He leaves bebind his e-mail ad

:I: oss fumd ||11. ites kiis to contact
LIk,

The problem is easier 1o solve
early on. Jones sald, but gsocepss.
will only come through compini-
Ly, police and politkeal efforts,

“Lngs are vicious,” Jones said,
“They hang around the halls of
schonls, they wark on ather kids
:|_r.rl |.|I.l'!1.' pedidle fear and indlmida-
tion,

apider Jones cun be heard 4 p.m.
to 6 p.m. S]h.n:lays on Toronta's
CFRE AM 1010, and reached
thraugh el at
spiderjonesteropers. com




