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DON’'T QUIT ON YOURSELF

Div Israclin Shoclmess, Ph.1D.
PricleYouth Education Columnist

I you quit school, you quat on yourself™
These were the words thot Chares Jones,
mare popularly known us “Spider” Jenes,
shared with members and supporters of
Agincourt Commumnity Services ASLocta-
tion at its annual peneral meeting, a few
davs ago. His message went out Lo youns
poople, us well as 1o older ones, who hod
dropped out of school ond were getting
into froule,

Thisis 8 particularky imporant message,

B e Y

without an education and with so much delinguensy, you are
going nowhere,
This is true, But you hove o chedee, You can moke o
right-about turn. Y'ou may be thinking, “Sure! But
how?* The first place 1o stan 18 with vour educa-
hon. As Jonesexplaing, “When vou guit school,
you quil on yoursehll” The way (0 reverse thes
15 1o believe in yourselfand 2o back toschowl,
There aré several ways ol restorting your eds-
cation, including through correspondence
{where youswork at your ovn pace) or theough
night school, There ore other options os well,
Younlso have o good role modal in Spider
Jones. Despite the fact that he has 2 glamorous

considering who''Spider” Jones is, and who he
wis, Today, he's the host of s own radio show,
Tire Spider Jores Show, 'on CFRB, *Canada®s Mumber One
AM station. He is a three-time holder of the Golden Glove
championship and, in [996, was indected into the Canadian
Boxing Hall of Fame. Spider Jones was also recantly voled
“MLC, ol the Year”, os well a5 "Boxing Commentator of the
Year™, by the World Boxing Federmtion, He has won séveral
awnrds o5 a joumnahist in both musie and boxing, and 15 &
prominent motivational speaker,

As aviung person reiding about this man’s accomplish-
mienis, youmay be thinking about what you woulbd like to do
when yvou grow up, However, if you are frequently boing
suspended from school, Ifyouare frequently infights, orifyou
don’vcars for school—you may be thinking there 15 no way
you could ever accomplish onything you'd be proud of.

[T wou ere in trouble with the law, iFyvou have dropped dur
of school, orif vou are invelved with a gang. you may also be
thinking that wou have messed up 5o badly thit there could be
no way of ever redeeming voursell. Muaybe everyone has
EIVEN Up on you; yiur Teachers, your parenis and friends,
Even you may hove given up on yourself. You know that

anid suceessful career today, at oné fime,

Israelin Shockness he was on & course of destruction. As o

young boy, he wanted o be o deajey und
mdioman, However, bom into a poor family in Windsar,
Omtaris, he seemed to have verylintle chance ofaccomplishing
his goal. Teased because of his race, his vibrant oulgoing
parsonality soon changed—and he became a very withdrawn
litihe ko, His exponience ot schoul hod token a wall on s self-
esteem. When the teasing became unbearsble, Spider Jones
decided to fight back, He got himselfinw all kinds oftrouble,
and with poor performance in school. he wos soon put into a
slow-leamers" class, He dropped out of school af age 14, ond
began running with the gangs, corrying o gumn and a blade, [t
wins not Jong before he got invalved in hrawls, robberies, and
miuggings, ancd lived life onthestrest, Consequently, e spent
several years in jail,

He could have comtinued on this path, and ended up dead
or in jail, again. However, he met somenne whom he eredits
with saving hiz life, A voung woman, Jackie Robinson (who
[aker became his wife}encouraged him togoback 1o scheol and
ot o quit on himsel £ He followed her udvice; going back
schoi! and stlending college when he was slready tharty-tive

“Spider” Jones ot .-IC ﬂﬂum’ mecting

Spider Jones was able to wm his life around, for with the
educatlon he bad peceived, hie was able to lounch his careerin
brondeasting—a deeam 1hat he once had, but had given up.

1f you are & young person who has messed up, think of
making a change. Startwith your education, foritizeducation
that will emposver you to make the kinds of changes you need

tomake. QI
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