Rm:lm DJ inspires
others with personal
rags-to-riches story

By Siunnny Noik- st

Hie fana krow him as “the Lay-
ahde One” but CFRBES Sp;.-rl.tr
Jones wasnl always s cotgerial,

Growing up dirt poor in the
hlack seetion of Windeoss, Onl,
voung Charles Jones ran with
ganps and did jail time hefare
ﬁndﬂ; red ssTnption kn the boskng
ring. Mo, nl 58 he's o hrosdoast-
et and matbeationnl speaker wha
1|:wnkldbl|:|:l.arlnw"1mﬂ_lnhls
rocenty published autoblography,
Owrofthe Darkans, co-writen by
?..{I.-.'h:t' Hughes, Jones writes
st his journey from punk te
prutseilist o radio posmanality

As o hard=up black kid in the re-
madlal elass — “the ding dong
clngs,” it was called — Jones hod &
bot of anrikes ngainst kin, Cne of
mine childeen in a family hezded
by a Binpist minister, he lost his
b::l:p' brother fa lllhess and
watched violenee elnim the lives
of famaily members and feiends,
At sehool b was th e target of uns
| relanting raclal taunty, He writes
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of wpending dleepless nightr
racked with fear and poing to
schood sankoed in his owm orine.

*1 hated revsedf an msch,” Jones
:im]b dld gEt uplit at H!-I;Fll:'

ing, 1'd jus poun BO
hml.‘ldhr: mﬁ]ﬂm 5|
&n cffin’ nigger. pound my hend
apmingt tke wall and ory”

At the age of 14 he drogped out
and ioek fo the strects of Wind-
o nned Detradt, & brawler with
hard fiste and a blsde in his
ekl

He found boxing while he was
still & teenager, first in illegal
“smiker, then on the legitimate
clreuit. After o while he came 1o
the srtentcn of legendasy boxing
traines Enr] “Sully” Sullivan, who
brougkt him w Torenioc and
gtarted coaching him at his Park.
dale athleto chub, It wos in the
rimg that Jomes first found re-
spect. Bullivan likened his fight-
ing style to that of boxer Spider
Wehkb, and the nickname srock
Jones went on towin three Gold-
en (Feves charmphonships,

H}' thiz time Jores was stresat
simart bt victually illiterate, Aa
an I'i-yur—-u]ﬂ. at Dhetraat’s Fos
Theatre, he'd soen o eonoert hosts
el by Alan Freexd, the B credited
with coining the phrase “rock '
rull® 11 just got into e, fue pe-

members. “[ wonted to be that.
Bt there were no biacks inradin
ther. And we didn’ thick shat
war, we didn't think big, My
remther and fathey dseonraged it,
My fri=nds did, tsa”

T the lete 708 hewas working
as  TA0 s henimneer ot The Dirake
Hotel, a notacious den of iiguaity
wiitdl Nery o |_l|.|,'|:..‘-l"n||'|i|.'1h e
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"lt's whiere yvou're going thol cownls,” spe CTRE DY Spader Jobiee.

with mnis and bruiges, Blesd afl
ower, ot wiilo frealsed out” Jorms
saya, Jockic Hobinson Jones
nsked i what n his wildest
dreams, he wauold like to do Ln-
atead, anel enecumged him 10
parsue it 5o, ot the age of 30,
Jones returned ta schooal and
|'|_|||||'\-|r|:.;||;| 1]| = |;I-||.i|| llll"'_?_!?ﬂ'l 14
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He e e first radio Eig at
Oalovilie-based CHWO 1250,
now ko as AN 740, where he
Lok peejuists airdl dedications in
tht woee hoatrs, “The lirst week |
did the ghow, [ got all my friends,
nebghhours and cousins to call
and ask for reguests” Rones sy,
in 15983 he wee hired 1o do
preemighiE em The AN, where he
romained wnsl 1099, when TALE
G40 slomed his open-line ik
show on weskday evenlnge from
Fais.

Two venrs Later, when the sta-
tion chnnged its name and forma
to MOJO (or " WMOI0 Ray-jo," as
Jones pul it in his distinetive
speaking style), Fones didn't fig-
ur=inkn the plana. Later that year
he movved on to CFRA, where he
continuss 1 host the 30 6 pom.
skt on Sundays, He brings his
sireel ered fo his ahow, u:ﬂmrt
aper-ling dierussiens of sveys
thing from sporis and movies to
palitles nre libemally sprinkled
with soch calourful tradenark
eabrrame a8, "Al’t nuthin®shakin®
butthabason.”

Jories is in p minorioy of black
broadeastets in Toronto radio,
but he thinks the ethalc ropre-
s=ntntion in this city hae im-
et a gt deal. “Let’s foee i1y
b anra. s Inpgz poresntage af lis

tenecs 8t CFRB are white Heters
ors, ond they're from that old
sehoal” He commends his em
B atgpt, fo gving h .
(s ik, Tor ng him o
l'l'l..l.r’r'-.EI! I!‘E'nl:rrt sk the mould
“When [ Slaight] brings in a blask
guy who i knewn to be oatspo-
kem, it tnioes o Fitthe bit of balld®

How firmly in the ranka of the
muinstream, Jonea stll fesls kis

imi of view iz oalike thase of

i oolleagues, 1 may ba coming
tn broadoasting from a different
pergpective than s bunch of oth-
er guys that came oul of college,
aniversity, maybe had things
handed to them " he sxve, “Math-
ing was ever handed to me. To
this day, gl goa Tve
fonght for. I've had more doors
shut in my fase than & Jehovah's
Witndss,”

Theres Hittle svidence of bad
breaks and hord living on his
fece, anly a alightly croalked
smile from hondreds of tooth-
shifting blows to the jow, He re-
counds his rags-to-riches story
often as a motivational apealer
at sehonds and community clabs
But he's no langer plagwed ey the
past. Yo mature and yoo un-
derstand that low seli-esieem is
nothing more than a state of
mind,” Jonses says. “My philoso-
phy 15, it doesn’t matter where
you oo e from, it's where you're
going that eouniz’

Natienal Poar



