o

~§EEIEY JEnTas pajje 5] dupop .."E"’l'lw?.a. !

yETp g0 Jo 3R A IHYEE ASNOH HY3a 2
b= g

AVEH AINOH — ' I
*HURETRIVY [URXSE 311 0P 01 300 o AT SEg

_'1:}:[1 W3 IR

Prreg 1og g e wine AR I Muy eaq

T R Py |

.‘1‘4 4, it wfaas 2aga me ranyes aadpar an
-0 LI ap) auey oy seyand pmos o 10 ] djat]

s e st e

10 PN 28 J1 Monry L IPEP 2, “KaEs Bupares
£ pasn Ofa OTmos purg o puigeq dupspes
BAPIIND puno) &6 j 50 AaEY HY3a
"130]34 PHTIONGINS PEY 0 70
213040 1O IRTIES © U stapdiag !||:|l!]' 3% pIre e am

s Fo— e —

=rpa 0] AATEIS[D 134T 51 1] SSHOLISIA U3 a

SHOLIEIA =

. Auedmod Mok J0] SIS

[

20 news

EVERY OTHER day, Charles
Jomves hits the gym.

The 57-vear-old former
Galden Gloves haxing champ
anys he stays Lo 5o he
can Koep up with the “voung
cat=" Bar for the more than 44
vears Jones has been fine-tun-
ing his body, he admits it"s
mostly to keep the fighting
sparit in him alive.

“When [ was younger, | msed
to keep mysell in Hh:lit g0 1
could bear up anybody whe
crossed my puth,” Jones says.
“Now 1% so [ can keep my
body and mind fit 30 1 can
fight o keep voung people on
the strakght and narmow path,”

Ratsed In Windsor

While growing up in Wind-
yar in the 19540, Jones often
stenggled vo navigaic the
struight snd narrow path. He
dropped out of school at 145,
joined & gang and hecammic a
preiy good thiel

“Tuwees nimost o nataral way
ol life,” Jooven says. "1t was nat-
vl 1o carry guns, flght and
piss the bed.” Jones Inaghe aa
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he ralks shout wetting the bed,
bt he's aware of the conmec-
tion berween his bedweming
and bis Ui of crime.

When Jones was 6 years old,
his yonnger brother died of
pocumonia becanss the house
they lived in was so cold. Te
wis particularly cold on thm
January might in 1953 because
Joned was robbed of the mon-
¢ his parenis gave him o boy
coal for the stove they used o
heat the house.

Tt took Jones a long time 1o
come to terms with his broth-
er's death.

“He was only 18 months
old,™ Jones saya. “His death
was the beginning of o Iu:urg
dewnward spiral in my lifz
that didn’ siop wpnil [ was al-
moat A"

Alver his brother died, Jones
staried having nightmnres. He

dreami that the angel of death
wonalel come and take him et

This made Jomes afradd m lemne”

his bed ewen if he had 1o use
the washiroom. The nightmares
and bedwenting haunted him
fior years and they drove Jones
inin o deep depression

‘Low sell-estosm’

4] had such Jow self-esteem,”
Jomes says, ™1 failed Grade 3
twice and cnded up dropping
aiat af sehoo] with o Grade 4 =d-
IBCREIOD.

“I'he only way 1 knew how
in make money was by huos-
tling."

After spending & lor of his
childhood and young sdult life
in {ail for petty crimes, Jones
decided that enough was
enough, *When 1 got out of
jail at 26 vears old, [ remember

the door clesing behind me at
Millbrook," Jones says. 1 was
tired of people putting me 1o
bed every night and waking
me up every moming [ was
gired of living my bife In and
b af qnal. T wee tired of gang
vialence. T decided thar enough
was epough.”

Around the samme wms Jones
decided 1o do something pos-
irve with luis 1ife, the rce s
exploded in the Unloed Stages.

That was 1967 and Jones
was staying with fumiky in Dhe-
trodl

“The riots really changed
my whale pereeption on life,"
Jones says. “As | watched the
violence unfold, 1 realized 1
needed to get away from De-
erody aned Windsor and all the
bad things that were ia my
life" ;

Jones decided 10 mave to

W CHARLES “Speda
Jonos “wants to be a role
el to young people”

Taranio where, a few veara lm-
er, he met the woman who
would complete the aroa-
pound io his life. *1 mel my
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straight and narrow

Ex-boxer tells Nicholas Davis
how he turned tough life lessons
into inspiration for others

wife Tackie who convinced mz
at 30 years old to go back 1o
schoaol. It was the best advice
anyone had ever given me.”

Jopes caded wp geing Lo
Seneck Collepe where bve grad-
waredd in 19%1 oo the dean’
{32 [rom their broadeast jour
nalism . He's currenih
the hiost of his own redio %E}[
gram called the Spider’
on CFER

Jones alsa dots motivalion-
al speaking for more thap 100
gchoals each year

=] peamt 1o be a rofe model to
young peopls,” Jones says. "1
I conld overcome my troubled
childhood and be where | am
today, 3o can anyhody. I want
kids o understand that vou
have o believe to schieve,”

EER

You can read about Charles
“Spider” Jones' life in the
ook, Our OF Darkuess; The
Spider Fomes Stary. It's availahle
nfall major b tores. And il
you want 1o book Jones for a
speaking engagcment, you cun
get in tonch with him at spi-
derjanes.com or g-mail him Al
spileroncs(E Do gers. Com,
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