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MOTIVATED, Sports broadeaster and former anma-
teur boxing champion Spider Jones cncourages
loenl educntors to Inspire students and to give
thom hope,

Pluoto by Krdslzn Jomes
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pider Jones motivates
youth to stay in school

by Hristan Jones

Without an eduention yoo
have nothing™ was the mes-
gage Spider Jones brought to
Tabao Resort and Confercnce
Centre  in  Gravenhursi
recently, when he attended
Trilliun Lakelands District
Behon] Board's directors’ con-
forence,

Jones, a sports broadeast-
gr, former amateur besing
champion, and & motivation-
al spenker, attends obout
o300 sehools a year Lalking to
gtudenls aboat the im
tanee of staying in schoo,

“We have to keep these
kids focumed and we have Lo
inspire them,” Jones told the
educnbors ot the conferemce
"W have to giva them the
aro thing 1 dido®t have when
1 grew up. Hope”

Jones waz bom i Windsor,
Oninria and grew up in the
housing projects of Dotroit.
He wos one of nine children
in his fumily, which shared &
twen-bedroom homa.

1 didn't hove a pood 1ife G5
n kid, that's why 1 give my

kida n good life,” expluined
Jones.. "Vou shouldn'i go
through life anhappy, angry
and bitter. Axdd T was unhap-
=

1 flunked twice. Then they
put me in the -remedial
class,” said Jones, “The kids
colled 1t the ding-dong class
and thoy left me Uwre to

‘You need lo believe in them,
because maybe they aren’t
getting it in school’
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He talked of prowing up in
a home which was freezing
in the winter nod sweltering
hint Inn the swmmer and he

“spoke of the death of his 18-

month-old brother.  Jones
wag six-and-a-hall’ years old
al tha tima,

“It froaked me out” swid
Jones. “Altar that 1 was so
afrmid of the dark, 1 didn'l
hawe o gowl night's sleep
until [ was 187

Ae Jemea found out, chil-
dren gan't shsorb oforma-
tion if they are alweys bred.

“When 1 was in grade throo
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rot.”

At the age of 13 Jonus
started playing hocky.

‘1 wanted to be in the
grrepts. T wanted to be Lo
my cousin Sonny.” ha added.

*When 1 wanz 14, Sonny
aeked if T wontod %o maki
some money. He took me o
this side strest and I becamn
their lookout. 1 made $3°
snid Jones. “That's when 1
wns inlreduced o the "houso
cleening sorvics,”

He | cxplnined  that on
Friday ovenings  Sonny's
pang would look for emply

driveways and then break
inte the homes and “chean
brvuse” (ateall

“I didn't enre hock then and
I didn't think back thon,
because | was nngy at the
world® Jones did this for
thres years until he wes
caught and spent gix manths
in n datention centré. He
spenl about sl years in jail,
gL I11!|] ﬂ‘{r

“Fvery time [ ot out of jail
I would hang out with the
samae guys nnd git sent back
ke jail.”

At age 26, Jones had hod
enough.

Tn 1967, Jones beft Datmoit
ond moved to Toronto where

he worked ot o “sléazy
hotel,”

He then mat his wifs,
Jackie Robinsom,

“She changed my life and 1
gtarted (o liva for soioe-
thing,” suid Jones, His wiflo
pncanraged him to ge back b
schanl.

Four wears loler, Jones
grodunted from  Senece

[Soana ses ‘Sloying' on pogs B
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